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AND: Many willing volunteers
who help make this chapter the
greatest by arranging for
speakers, field trips, bringing
refreshments to meetings and,
in general, keeping the
organization going.
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Paleontology

Castle Valley “Raptor” Chapter Newsletter

Tee Shirts Still Available

There are stili a limited number of tee shirts lef
over from the booth that was set up by the state
UFOP organization at the Geological Society of
America annual meeting in Salt Lake City last
year. We sold a number at the Chapter meeting
in January, and there are a few left. The shirt
has the UFOP logo in red and black on a cream
colored shirt..

If there are members who are interested in
buying a shirt, contact us at the chapter address
or come to the next chapter meeting. .

January Meeting:

Dr. Paul Bybee from the Science Department at
Utah Valley State College presented an
interesting evening of information. His report
focused on some work he has done studying the
structure of limb bones. He showed slides of
extremely thin sections of bone showing the
differences in the bone resulting from age,
trawna, muscle attachment and other conditions.

We enjoyed an interesting and informative
evening together. Thank you, Paul, for sharing
your knowledge of dinosaurs with us.

February Meeting
Scheduled for 10 Feb.

Our February meeting will be held on Tuesday,
February 10. Our guest speaker will be Ken
Stadtman who will talk to us about the work that
is being done at the Dalton Wells Site near
Moab. There have been some interesting fin ds
and Ken will tell us about their dig and will
respond to questions from the group.

Dues reminder

Our treasurer, Jim Huffaker has received
payment for annual dues from many of the
chapter members, but there are still a number
who need to renew their membership. We
would again encourage you to find your check
book and send a check to cover the cost of your
1998 dues to the chapter treasurer, Jim
Huffaker. Dues can be sent to Jim at: PO Box
5984 CEU Campus, Price, Utah 84501.

Dues should be sent in the amount of:

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP $20
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP $15
STUDENT MEMBERSHIP $10
Thank You !

We Need Newsletter
Articles ! Send Us Some
News !

As always, we invite you to submit any items
you feel might be fitting for the newsletter.
Anything related to paleontology including
cartoons, stories, items of interest.

Remember also, if you have a paleontology
related question, we will try to find an answer
for you from among the experts who belong to
the chapter.

We look forward to hearing from you !
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Vhat do you think?

A recent newspaper article contained some
interesting thoughts. It came from the
associated Press and went as follows:

Scientists said dinosaur fossils discovered
in China with feather - like features
suggest the creature was warm blooded --
a theory that could heighten the debate
over the fundamental nature of dinosaurs.

Researchers have long argued whether
dinosaurs were warm or cold blooded.
The new study also touches on the debate
over why feathers arose.

The Chinese fossil discovery made
headlines last year because it appeared to
show the creature had primitive feathers.
Some scientists said it confirmed the
widely accepted notion that birds evolved
from dinosaurs. )

Others objected, saying it’s not clear
vhether the fossils really show anything
ated to feathers. The debate continues.

In Thursday’s issue of the journal Nature,
Chinese researchers described two
specimens of Sinosauropteryx prima, both
discovered by farmers northeast of
Beijing.

Scientists are debating how old the fossils
are, with estimates ranging from around
120 million years to about 140 million
years or older.

The specimens are squished, fossilized
remains pressed into slabs of rock,
showing the dinosaur in profile. The
feather - like features appear along the
neck, back and tail.

Scientists have two main theories about
why feathers first evolved -- flight and
insulation. The feather - like features on
the Chinese dinosaur give no sign of being
useful for flying, the Chinese scientists
said.

stead, their presence may mean that
Sinosauropteryx was warm blooded and
used the feather - like features to retain
heat, the scientists said. Ifthe dinosaurs
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were cold blooded instead, the feathery
features would have prevented it from
warming up by basking in the sunshine.

Well, that’s the story told by AP. What do
you think? Were dinosaurs cold blooded,
warm blooded, or perhaps were there
some of both? Drop us a note and let us
know what you think.

Kids Corner

We have not yet selected a winner for the
January contest, (Why do you think
dinosaurs became extinct?) sincc that wili
be done at our February meeting. We will
let you know the outcome of the contest
next month.

Is there anyone out there who can answer
the following questions? Send us your
answers and we will acknowledge your
response in next month's newsletter.

1. What was the smallest dinosaur and
about how big was it?

2. What was the largest dinosaur and how
big was it?

3. What dinosaur quarry has produced
over 44 complete allosaurus skeletons?

4. When and where was the first dinosaur
discovered? Can you name the person
who found it?

5. What ic your favorite dinosaur and why
is it your favorite?

6. This last question is a trick question so
watch out! What is the difference between
an apatasaurus and a brontosaurus?

Did you know that dinosaurs have been
found on every continent of the world?
There have even been dinosaur remains
found in frozen Antarctic within the past
few years. Two dinosaurs have been
excavated from the Antarctic so far. One
which is related to the Hypsilophodon is
currently being studied by paleontologists
in London, England.

Utah Friends of Paleontology

Jurassic Humor
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“What a find. Ms. Dinkins! ... It’s Mailman, all
right— but remarkably. this specsmen Is fully intacc
with che Canus nipponicus still attached.”

Jurassic parking

Jurassic calendars




CASTLE VALLEY "RAPTOR” CHAPTER
UTAH FRIENDS OF PALEONTOLOGY
MINUTES - JANUARY 13, 1998

Meeting called to order by Byron Ray, President. He presented Agenda to all members present.

Byron has T-shirts which were sold at the UFOP booth during the Salt Lake Geological Association Meeting.
Anyone interested in purchasing one may contact him after the meeting.

Treasurer report noted a balance of $2,408.79 in our account at the present time.

State Certification Meeting - Clark Warren
The committee reviewed information which Dave Gillette had from two years ago for Level II. They all liked
the new curriculum being considered for Level II. Martha will have a rough draft done soon and committee
members will review it before final set up of Level I1. They did not get to Level 111 at the present time. A Board
Meeting is scheduled for February 11, to get final approval of Level II. Level IV was discussed and everyone
was very receptive to the research project/paper for Level IV qualification (under Chapter Advisor guidance).
Jim mentioned that an associate degree possibility is a very exciting prospect for CEU.

Jim Huffaker asked if anything has been decided on college credit. Clark said that they were excited about the
prospect, but nothing has been done as of yet. It was noted that this would have to be approved by the Board
of Regents before any institution could offer such a program.

The chapter was saddened by the unexpected death in an automobile accident of member Mary Jane Girard-Lee

Mary Jane was our Newsletter Chair, and the chapter now needs someone to volunteer to accept that
responsibility. Please contact Byron if you would like to help with the newsletter.
It was noted that the newsletter is generally sent out the first of each month, one week before the monthly meeting.
Clark said he would write an article on volunteers for the February newsletter. Byron asked for articles from members
for future newsletters.

It is again that time of the year to pay Membership dues. Please send them to College of Eastern Utah, Mail
Box 5984, UFOP Castle Valley Chapter, 451 E 400 N, Price UT 84501. The newsletter is a privilege of membership
and will not be sent to non-members after March 30. Jim noted that a family membership may have the newsletter sent
to one address only.

It was noted that college paleontology classes should be notified of chapter meetings. John suggested that we
be sure a meeting notice is posted in the CEU Science Building each month. Jim offered to make a poster to encourage
students to come to our meetings and join UFOP. Clark suggested that a poster should be taken to Jr. High Schools
and High Schools as well. Jim suggested contacting Karen Bliss at CEU to get information posted on campus. Perhaps
a Sun Advocate article or notice highlighting students would be beneficial. Carol Michael is in Don’s class and said
she would inform the class of each meeting. All members were encouraged to assist in any way they can to encourage
student participation in UFOP.

The next meeting is scheduled for February 10", at 7:00 pm in the the CEU Museum lecture hall. Guest
speaker will be Ken Stadtman who will speak on the Dalton Wells excavation.

There was no further business. Guest speaker, Dr. Paul Bybee was introduced. Dr. Bybee is the Assistant
Professor of Science at UVSC in Orem. He presented a very informative presentation on dinosaur bone structures. -



