
24 Chapter 1 Understanding Earth: A Dynamic and Evolving Planet 
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Figure 1.17 The Geologic Time Scale The numbers to the right 
of the columns are ages in millions of years before the present. 
Dates are from Gradstein, F., J. ogg and A. Smith. A Geologic Time 
Scale 2004 (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 
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